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Time allowed: 3 Hrs.
Maximum Marks: 80

General Instructions:
Read the following instructions very carefully and strictly follow them:

i. This question paper has 13 questions. All questions are compulsory.
ii. This question paper contains three sections:
Section A: Reading Skills,
Section B: Creative Writing Skills
Section C: Literature.
iii. Attempt all questions based on specific instructions for each part. Write the correct question number and part thereof in your answer sheet.
iv. Separate instructions are given with each question/part, wherever necessary.
v. Adhere to the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.
SECTION A
READING SKILLS (22 marks)
Read the passage given below carefully.

1. “Teenagers? Stress? You must be joking.”
This is probably the reaction when asked whether teenagers get set full and 
apprehensive. For, it is generally believed that they have “no responsibilities no worries 
and no duties”. But that is not true.
2. In today’s competitive world, one needs to struggle and fight to make it in this 
dynamic, yet uncertain environment that is both stressful and anxiety inducing. 
Teenagers face app married and of pressure, three of which are briefly discussed here. 
The pressure to perform that is to do well academically comes principally from parents, 
teachers and peers.
3. The lack of aptitude tests or respecting the students’ preferences push them into 
fields which were not interest them or for which they are not equipped. Apart from the 
pressure to perform well, they are often burdened with the pressure to conform to the 
norms laid down by society. Next, teenagers are pressurized to reform themselves. This 
is commonly experienced especially by students in the age group of 13 to 17 years.
Everybody is telling them when to wake up and what to do. Here’s what you can do to 
deal with these pressures. As a result of pressure, teenagers are often found to be very 
anxious. A sign of anxiety is holding one’s breath. The easy way out to take deep 
breaths at regular intervals, trying to calm your mind.
4. Modern life’s competitiveness and challenges put a tremendous load of work on 
teenagers. They need to understand that they are strong enough to handle the tough 
challenges in life, studying and assignments being two of them. Procrastinators that is 
people who habitually delay and postpone due to their work, need to cultivate, “the art of 
starting;” and this involves dealing with the minor discomfort experienced while 
beginning a task. Once a job has started, it is much easier to continue.
5. Some students worry about factors like social and financial status, intelligence and 
habits that might make them different from their peers. Effective stress management lies 
in having a healthy attitude towards competition, work, friends and acquaintances. In taking life as it comes, doing your best and being prepared for the worst. 
On the basis of your reading of the above passage, answer he 
following questions by choosing the most appropriate answer.
i. The following passage is about ………………………….
a) stress and others 
b) stress and woman 
c)stress and teenagers 
d) stress and old people
ii. What kind of pressure or faced by teenagers?
a) pressure to do well academically. 
b) present to confirm to the norms laid down by the society.
c) pressure to reform themselves stop.
d) all of the above.
iii. What age group of teenagers are generally pressurised to reform themselves? 
a) 12 to 16 years
 b) 11 to 15 years 
 c) 13 to 18 years
 d) 13 to 17 years
iv. Choose the option that list the correct answers for the following.
1. Ajay is 13 years old boy who is taking up small taking courses as he wants to persuade the cooking career.
2. Rajan is 15 years old boy who is always into books and has frequent breakdowns. 
 a) both are under stress of competition
 b) both Ajay and Raja are devoid of stress 
 c) Ranjit he stressed while Ajay is enjoying life
 d) Ajay is stressed while Rajan is enjoying his life.
v. Which of the following factors become a source of worry for many students?
1. social status
2. actual status 
3. intelligence
4. habit 
5. career
6. relationships
(a) 1 and 5 (b) 2, 4 and 6 (c) 3 and 5 (d) All of these
.vi. Who are ‘procrastinators’? 
a) people who do their work on time 
b) people who did who do their work before time
c) people who never do their work
d) people who have actually postpone during their work.
vii.The word ‘truthful’ in the passage means 
a) Excited
b) Feeling Joy
c) Feeling distressed 
d) Dull
viii. The word ‘anxiety’ in para 2 means
a) Being calm
b) A troubled state of mind
c) Behaving properly
d) Being serious
 ix. In the line “….fretful and apprehensive”, apprehensive does not 
correspond with
a) Anxious
b) Understanding
c) Fidgety
d) Uneasy
x. The pressures faced by the teenagers come from
a)Teachers
b) Friends
c) Parents
d) All the above
 xi. Why does parents push students into field that does not suit them?
a) The desire for easy success
b) Lack of career counselling
c) Lack of aptitude tests
d)The need to follow a stable career
xii. The author of the given passage is trying to _________ the students.
a) Amuse
b) Encourage
c) Inform
d) Scare
2. Read the text carefully and answer the questions: (1*10=10)
The rapid transition to online learning, as a consequence of COVID-19, has highlighted the risks of student disengagement, and the subsequent impact on lower student achievement across multiple courses.
2.  The recent pandemic has changed how millions around the globe are educated. New solutions and innovations in the education system are the need of the hour. Looking at the new digital split, the approach may increase the equality gaps. More than 500 million students across the globe had to pause their on-going studies at various levels. These changes have and will create a degree of inconvenience, but at the same time would promote innovations and future transformations within the education system.
2. The ‘pile-on effect’ of the coronavirus is that, during the global COVID-19 pandemic, interruptions to education can have long term implications — especially for the most vulnerable. There is a real risk of regression for children whose basic, foundational learning (reading, math, languages, etc.) was not strong, to begin with. And millions of children who have already been deprived of their right to education, particularly girls, are being more exposed to health and well-being risks (both psychosocial and physical) during COVID-19.
3. Girls: Young and adolescent girls are twice as likely to be out of school in crisis situations and face greater barriers to education and vulnerabilities such as domestic/gender-based violence when not in school.
4. Refugees, displaced and migrant children: These populations often fall between the cracks as national policies might not necessarily include these vulnerable groups and they must be included and catered for in any global responses to this crisis if this has not already occurred.
5. Children and youth with disabilities: Along with other marginalized populations, including children from minority groups, are neglected in the best of times and have lower educational outcomes than their peers.
6. Young people affected by trauma or mental health issues: Schools and learning centers are places for communities to address health related issues, including mental health and psychosocial support (MHPSS), which the most vulnerable students rely on for their wellbeing and development in order to learn.
7. Before the COVID-19, only a few educational institutions were implementing online or blended learning methods. Little by little, more schools, universities and ministries of education started enforcing them, but at a very slow rate. Only early adopters, the enthusiasts and visionaries, were willing to give it a try.
8. When the pandemic hit, everyone had to switch from offline to online classes; in fact, according to UNESCO, 191 countries in the world (98% of the global student population) switched to online lessons. Some popular sites used were Google Classrooms, Zoom and Microsoft Teams. This time, even the pragmatists and conservatives decided to switch to online learning methods, as they were unable to offer on-site lessons.

9. When the pandemic vanishes, the majority of people will go back to on-site lessons, but there will still be a percentage that will remain to assist to class from their homes. It will also be eye-opening for many people, and even skeptics will be open to implement them in their learning.
i. Does the following statement agree with the information given in paragraph 1?
With the recent shift to online education, the world saw a decreasing trend in student accomplishments.
Select from the following:
True - if the statement agrees with the information
False - if the statement contradicts the information
Not Given - if there is no information on this
ii. Do you think the ‘Pile-on effect’ has affected the children with weak basic foundations the most? Support your answer with reference to the text.
iii. The new digital split will ________.
a. Dampen spirits
b. Decrease innovations
c. Divulge inconvenience
d. Diminish equal opportunities
iv. Complete the sentence based on the following statement.
A sizable portion of students around the world switched to online lessons.
We can say this because________________.
v. Which of the following is a synonym of ‘aggravation’- (para 2) 
a. Innovation 
b. Achievement 
c. Inconvenience 
d. Pandemic 
vi.  ‘Pragmatists’ refers to __________
a. Someone who is irrational 
b. Someone who is very idealistic 
c. Someone who pleases everyone 
d. Someone who acts sensibly 
vii. "When the pandemic hit, everyone had to switch from offline to online classes."
Give one reason why pragmatists and conservatives decided to switch to online learning methods.
viii. Complete the given sentence by selecting the most appropriate option.
Online classes were advantageous for some learners due to
i. Self-paced courses 
ii. Family interactions 
iii. Cost efficiency 
iv. Reduced commuting 
i, ii, iii 
ii, iii, iv 
i, ii, iv 
i, iii, iv 
ix. Complete the sentence appropriately with one/two words.
According to the adaption curve, the people fastest to adjust were the ______________.
x. Based on the reading of the text, state a point to challenge the given statement.
Online lessons will completely replace traditional ones following the pandemic
SECTION B
CREATIVE WRITING (18 MARKS)
3. Attempt any one of the two, (A) or (B), in about 50 words (1x4=4)
a. Your school is planning to conduct an inter-class seminar on the topic- The Importance of Mental Health-to create awareness in adolescents. As the head of the organising committee, write a notice to inform all students about the seminar and invite registrations from classes XI-XII. Include other necessary details. Put your notice in a box.
OR
b. Your school is organising an inter-House webinar on enhancing coding skills, As the President of the Computer Club, write a notice to inform all House members from IX-XII about the webinar and specify the number of registrations invited per House. Include other necessary details. Put your notice in a box.
4. Attempt any one of the two, (A) or (B), in about 50 words. (1x4=4)
​​​​​a. Draft an invitation in not more than 50 words from Vani Gopalan, Chief Project Officer of an NGO, for the launch of the 'Each One Teach One' programme, addressed to school Principals and Coordinators. Mention a compelling highlight of the programme along with other necessary details
OR
b. An invitation had been issued by Mr. Cherian, the HR Head of your company inviting you for the company picnic. As Joseph Vijayan, Asst. Manager, Operations, draft a reply in not more than 50 words, consenting to attend.
5. Attempt any one of the two, (A) or (B), in 120 150 words (1x5=5)
​​​​​a. Financial literacy is increasingly recognised as a crucial 21st-century skill for young individuals. Write a letter to the editor of a local daily discussing the benefits of providing financial literacy education to children. Also, suggest effective ways to raise awareness about the importance of this education among parents and guardians. You may use some of the given cues along with your own ideas to draft the letter. You are a counsellor, Chitra Mahapatra from Puri, Odisha.
 OR
b. You are Maya Syiem from Shillong. You read the given advertisement and wish to apply for the post advertised. Write this job application along with your bio-data.




	Join our Creative Team!
A renowned publishing house in Shillong
-A NEW WORLD-
is seeking a talented illustrator for children's books. Creative individuals with a passion
for storytelling through art, welcome.
Experience, not mandatory.
Team players with degree/diploma in Fine Arts/Graphic Design may apply with 5 samples from portfolio illustrating a variety of work.
Write to the Project Lead, 23-C Rosewood Lane, Shillong-793005



6. Attempt any one of the two, (A) or (B), in 120 150 words (1x5=5)
a. In an era of rapid globalisation and technological advancement, the preservation of cultural heritage remains a vital challenge, particularly for the youth. India continues to navigate the complexities of maintaining tradition alongside modernity. Write an article exploring the role of cultural heritage in shaping the identities of today's Indian youth. Provide examples to illustrate your points wherever necessary. You may use some of the given cues along with your own ideas. You are Arti Nirula of Class XII-A.
OR
b. You are Hina Aziz, student of Class XII-D and a member of the school magazine editorial board. Write a comprehensive report detailing the activities undertaken by students as part of the celebrations on Yoga Day. Include descriptions of the events, participation details, and the overall impact of these activities on the school community. You may organise your report by following - Who - What - When - Where - Why - How
SECTION C
LITERATURE 
7. Read the following extract and answer the questions:        (1*6=6)
A). I saw my mother beside me
doze, open mouthed, her face ashen like that
of a corpse and realised with pain
that she was as old as she looked but soon
put that thought away, and looked out at Young
Trees sprinting, the merry children spilling
out of their homes.
a. Choose the option that displays the same poetic device as used in the expression ashen like that of a corpse.
i. He was a lion in the battle.
ii. The flood swallowed more than a dozen villages.
iii. He walked as slowly as a snail.
iv. The tree blocks the free flow of water.
b. Choose the correct option that best explains the reason for the poet to put that thought away.
i. The mother's face was pale and ugly.
ii. It was unbearable for her to see her mother sleeping.
iii. She was troubled by the thought of her mother's perpetual state of exhaustion.
iv. She was deeply pained by the thought of the mother's imminent death.
c. What do the expressions doze open mouthed describe about the poet's mother?
i. She is sleeping and relaxing.
ii. She is aged and exhausted.
iii. She is tired of travelling.
iv. She is not in a mood to talk to her daughter.
d. Answer in ONE word.
The poet uses the image of sprinting trees to emphasize the ________ to the ageing mother.
e. On the basis of the extract, choose the correct option with reference to the two statements given below.
(1) The poet portrays typical mother-daughter love and affection.
(2)  The poet is horrified by the thought of losing her.
(1) can be inferred from the extract but (2) cannot.
(2) can be inferred from the extract but (1) cannot.
i. Both (1) and (2) can be inferred from the extract.
ii. (2) is the reason for (1) and can be inferred from the extract.
f. What mood does the expression merry children spilling bring in?
i. Happiness and enthusiasm
ii. Innocence and playfulness
iii. Laziness
iv. Joy
OR
B. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the given two-A or B (1x6=6)
Those who prepare green wars,
wars with gas, wars with fire,
victory with no survivors,
would put on clean clothes
and walk about with their brothers
in the shade, doing nothing.
(poem - Keeping Quiet)
a. What is a common outcome of all the wars described?
b. What does the imagery of ‘walking about with their brothers in the shade’ primarily represent?
i. The readiness for further conflicts.
ii A return to normal activities post-conflict.
iii. A moment of unity and peaceful reflection.
iv. The physical environment of a typical war zone.
c. Complete the following suitably.
The putting on of ‘clean clothes’ by the warmongers, symbolises ________.
d. Select the correct option from those given in brackets, to fill in the blank.
The excerpt tells us that the speaker ________ (condemns / glorifies) the destructive nature of modern warfare.
e. Read the assertion and the reason below, with reference to the given extract.
Assertion: The poet advocates for 'doing nothing' as a way to prevent the devastation of war.
Reason: 'Doing nothing' refers to a time for stopping any action for a few moments.
Choose the correct option regarding their relationship.
1.. Both the assertion and the reason are true, and the reason is the correct explanation of the assertion.
2. Both the assertion and the reason are true, but the reason is not the correct explanation of the assertion.
i. The assertion is true, but the reason is false.
ii. The assertion is false, but the reason is true.
f. How can the message in the excerpt, about the outcome of wars be applied to promote peace?
8. Read the following extracts and answer the questions for any one of the given two, (A) or (B) (4x1=4)
To visit Antarctica now is to be a part of that history; to get a grasp of where we’ve come from and where we could possibly be heading. It’s to understand the significance of Cordilleran folds and pre-Cambrian granite shields; ozone and carbon; evolution and extinction. When you think about all that can happen in a million years, it can get pretty mind-boggling. Imagine: India pushing northwards, jamming against Asia to buckle its crust and form the Himalayas; South America drifting off to join North America, opening up the Drake Passage to create a cold circumpolar current, keeping Antarctica frigid, desolate, and at the bottom of the world.
(Journey to the End of the Earth)
i. Complete the following suitably.
The passage suggests that visiting Antarctica offers insight into geological processes and Earth's history by ________.
ii. How does the author imply the role of geological knowledge in understanding the Earth's past and potential future changes?
iii. The writer says, ‘When you think about all that can happen in a million years, it can get pretty mind-boggling.’
 What is the most likely impact on the writer?
a. Feels overwhelmed by the vastness of geological time scales.
b. Is uneasy about the rapid pace of geological changes.
c. Feels indifferent towards geological phenomena.
d. Is surprised by the lack of significant geological events over a million years.
iv. How might understanding the geological processes mentioned in the passage help scientists in predicting and mitigating future environmental changes, particularly in polar regions
OR
The clerk figured the fare - he glanced at my fancy hat band, but he figured the fare - and I had enough for two coach tickets, one way. But when I counted out the money and looked up, the clerk was staring at me. He nodded at the bills. “That ain’t money, mister,” he said, “and if you’re trying to skin me, you won’t get very far,” and he glanced at the cash drawer, beside him. Of course the money was old-style bills half again as big as the money we use nowadays and different looking.
i. Why did Charley ask for two tickets?
ii. Complete the sentence by choosing the correct option:
When Charley offered money to the booking clerk, the latter stared at Charley because the booking clerk
a. thought it wasn’t money.
b. did not trust Charley.
c. thought Charley was trying to tease him.
d. thought that Charley had given him less money.
iii. Select the option that best describes Charley in this extract. He is
a. a cheat
b. gullible
c. an opportunist
d. an escapist
iv. If you’re trying to skin me suggests ________.
9. Attempt any ONE of two extracts given: (6*1=6)	
A. And in dark hutments, next to lines of flames of flickering oil lamps,sit boys and girls with their fathers and mothers, welding pieces of coloured glass into circles of bangles. Their eyes are more adjusted to the dark than to the light outside. That is why they often end up losing their eyesight before they become adults.
Complete the sentence with reference to the extract:
i. Their eyes are more adjusted to the dark than to the light outside because ________.
ii. Which of the following would NOT be true?
a. The hutments were shining and inviting.
b. The children’s lives were as bleak as their surrounding.
c. There were no electricity connections.
d. The boys and girls had got used to the dark.
iii. The bangle workers lose their eyesight before they became adults because
a. they already have poor eyesight.
b. they work in dim light.
c. they are married in childhood.
d. they are malnourished.
iv. Which of the following most nearly means adjusted in the context of the extract?
a. conditioned
b. favoured
c. accepted
d. reconciled
v. Flickering oil lamps suggests ________.
vi. What is the antonym from the extract of the word rarely?
OR
10. Answer any FIVE of the following in about 40-50 words each: (5 * 2=10)
i. When do the residents of Alsace realise how precious their language is to them?
ii. What are the feelings of the poet about her aged mother with reference to the poem My Mother at Sixty Six?
iii. Describe the role of Raj Kumar Shukla in Indigo.
iv. There can be life under apparent stillness. Explain. (Keeping Quiet)
v. Explain the metaphor of the rattrap.
vi. Do we experience things of beauty only for short moments or do they make a lasting impression? Explain. (A Thing of Beauty)
11. Answer any TWO of the following in 40-50 words each.        (2*2=4)
i.  What prevented the Shokalskiy from going further? What did the captain instruct the passenger to do? (Journey to the End of The Earth)
ii. What did the Maharaja and dewan do to avoid the danger of losing the throne?
iii. What handicap did Doughlas suffer from? How did he overcome that?
12. Answer any ONE in about 120-150 words:    (5)
i. The last lesson reflects the flaws in human character that led to the sad plight of people in Alsace. Substantiate your answer with evidences from the text.
OR
ii. How has human civilization impacted our environment? Comment with reference to the lesson Journey to the End of the Earth.
13. Answer any one of the following in about 120-150 words:     (5)
i. Civil disobedience had triumphed for the first time in modern India. When and how did it happen?
OR
ii. How has human civilization impacted our environment? Comment with reference to the lesson Journey to the End of the Earth.




