MIDTERM EXAMINATION 2024 STD:8	ENGLISH	MARKS:60
General Instructions:
· This question paper is divided into 4 sections.
· Read the instructions carefully before attempting each section.
· Separate instructions are given for each section.
SECTION A - READING
I. 	Read the passage carefully and answer the questions that follow.(10)
About the year 1900, a small, dark-haired boy named Charles
Chaplin was often seen waiting outside the back entrances of
London theatres. He looked thin and hungry but his blue eyes were determined. He was hoping to get work in show business. He could sing and dance. His parents were music-hall performers and he had been born into the life of the theatre. And, although his own boyhood was painfully hard, he knew how to make people laugh.

His own father had died from drinking too much. And his mother was not really able to look after Charles and his older half-brother, Sid.
She was often sick in mind and had to be sent to hospital.

1.1	Choose the right option.


Ǫ 1) The boy Charles Chaplin was	.

a) Brown-haired

b) Dark-haired

c) Red-haired

d) Light-haired


Ǫ 2) Chaplin thought to get a job in	.

a) Soap business

b) Hotel business


c) Show business

d) Hospital business


Ǫ 3) His parents were	.

a) Music-hall performers

b) Actors


c) Singers

d) Directors


Ǫ 4) His father had died due to	.

a) An illness


b) Accident


c) Drinking

d) Suicide


Ǫ 5) The meaning of ‘determined’ is	.

a) Mind made up

b) Mind turn up


c) Mind fade up

d) Mind turn down



II. 	Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. (10)

What exercise is to the body, reading is to the mind. There are different purposes for reading. One of them is deriving pleasure. Children reading for their pleasure rarely stop to ask about the words. They want to get on with the story. If the word is important, they can usually make a good guess about what it is. “He drew an arrow from his quiver”. Easy to see that a quiver is some sort of gadget to put arrows in. More complicated words they figure out by meeting them

in different contexts. People learn to read well and get a good
vocabulary from books, not workbooks or dictionaries. As a kid, I read years ahead of my age, but I never looked up words in
dictionaries and didn’t even have a dictionary. In my lifetime, I don’t believe I have looked at even as many as fifty words – neither have most good readers. Most people don’t know how dictionaries are made. Each new dictionary starts from scratch. The company making the dictionary employs thousands of ‘editors’, to whom they give a list of words. The job of the editor is to collect as many examples as possible of the ways in which these words are actually used. They
look for the words in books, newspapers, and so forth and every time they find one, they cut out or copy that particular example. Then after reading these examples, they decide ‘from the context’ what the writer in each case had meant by the words. From these, they make definitions. A dictionary, in other words, is a collection of people’s
opinions about what words mean as other people use them.

(i). How do children find out meanings when they are reading for pleasure?


(ii). Does the passage suggest that a dictionary is essential for a good vocabulary? Why or why not?

(iii). Write any one step in the process of making a dictionary.


(iv). Define a dictionary in your own words.
(v). Find the phrase in the passage which means ‘calculate/think about until one understands.’

SECTION B – WRITING
III. 
Bal Bharati Public School, Rohini is organizing a 3-day and 2-night trip to Shimla. Students of Class 8th to 12th are eligible for this trip. The cost of the trip is 6,500 INR which includes a 3-star hotel stay, a DJ night, a Bonfire night, 3 meals per day, and to-and-fro travelling from Delhi to Shimla. You are Karan, the head boy of the school, writing a notice for all the students informing them about the same.(3)
IV. Write a letter to your friend inviting to spend vacation
You are Ramesh living at ABC Janakpuri, Delhi. Write a letter to your friend inviting him to come to Delhi during the vacation. Mention a few attractions that you want both of you to visit.(4)


SECTION C – GRAMMAR
1. Fill in the blanks by choosing the right option.
He will give you permission if you	him to.
(I) Requested
(II) Request
(III) Requesting
(IV) Will request
2. 	Pick out the adverb phrase from the following sentence. (1)
(I) There is a beautiful garden in front of the house.
(II) He found her at the park.
3. Write whether the following are phrase or clause.(1)
(I) a small boat
(II) Her hands trembled.

4. 	Identify the noun clause used as the subject of the following sentences. (1)

(I) The success of the event depends on who is organising it
(II) 	What was most striking was the sight of colourful kites flying everywhere.
5. 	Combine the following sentence using a relative clause. (1)
(Use ‘ which'/ ‘who'/ ‘that’s…..)
(I) 	This river is called the Kaveri. It has seen a lot of history on its banks .
(II) My grandfather continues to be active. He is seventy five now. ( use

6. Write whether the highlighted clauses are adverbial clause of manner/ time /place /reason/condition. (1)
(I) I put it where nobody would find it.
(II) You will not win if you don’t learn how to keep calm.
7. Fill in the blanks with the right form of the verb given in bracket.(1)
(I) Patol Babu cleared his throat and began to	(
practice )speaking this one syllable dialogue in various ways.
(II) When I	(get) to the attic things were pretty
confused.
8. Modify the following nouns into noun phrase.(1)
Eg: fox - a quick red fox
(I) Book -
(II) Painting -
9. Choose the correct spelling.(1)
(I) Seperation/ Separation
(II) Embezzlement/ Embbezzlement
10. Complete the following sentences using a clause. (1)

(I) The principal announced	( a study
tour).
(II) My sister won’t eat chocolates ------------( doesn’t like)
SECTION D – LITERATURE
V. 	Read the extract carefully and answer the questions that follow. (5)
A. “ In 2003 the government finally agreed to create the new village of Mertarvik on higher ground”
1. What does ‘higher ground' mean ?
2. Why is the new town being built ?
3. Water are the challenges that the people face now?
4. Who agreed to create the new village?
5. Identify the name of the lesson.
VI. 	Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow. (5)
A. “As one holds an apple in his hand/ hold it fast with sleepless eyes”
1. Who is holding land like one holds an apple in his hand?
2. Why have the eyes been described as sleepless?
3. What kind of relationship the land and the sea share?
4. What is the name of the poem?
5. What is the poem describing about?

VII. Answer any 4 of the following questions.(4x2=8)
1. 	How was Patol Babu feeling when he remembered his guru's words?
2. 	What kind of difficulties has thawing permafrost caused to the Yup'ik people ?
3. 	How did patrol Babu convince himself to accept the small role he was offered?
4. Why was Berlin Olympics important to Hitler?
5. According to the poet what kind of place is Innisfree?


VIII. Answer any one of the following questions. (5)
1. 	Patol Babu considered the satisfaction of a job well done more important than money. Was his decision to not take payment for his work in the film noble or foolish?

Write an imaginary dialogue between Patol Babu and his friend arguing about his actions.

2. Imagine you are Manju And write a letter to your friend about what happened when the police came to your house for inspecting.
