MIDTERM EXAMINATION 2024 STD:X	ENGLISH MARKS: 80
General Instructions:
*This Question paper is divided into 3 sections.
*Attempt all questions
SECTION A: READING
I. Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow.(10)
Read the passage given below and answer the questions/complete the sentences that follow: (10marks)
Sniffer dog Tucker uses his nose to help researchers find out why a killer whale population off the northwest coast of the United States is on decline. He searches for whale faeces floating on the surface of the water, which are then collected for examination. He is one of the elite team of detection dogs used by scientists studying a number of species including right whales and killer whales.

Conservation canines are fast becoming indispensable tools for biologists according to
Aimee Hurt, associate director and co-founder of Working Dogs for Conservation, based in Three Forks, Montana.
Over the last few years, though, so many new conservation dog projects have sprung up that Hurt can no longer keep track of them all. Her organization’s dogs and their handlers are
fully booked to assist field researchers into 2012
Dogs have such a phenomenal sense of smell”, explained Sam Wasser, director of the Center for Conservation biology at the University of Washington in Seattle. He has worked with scat-detection dogs since 199(g). Scientists have been using Conservation Canines in their research since 199(g). These dogs have enabled them to non-invasively access vast
amount of genetic and physiological information which is used to tackle conservation
problems around the world. Such information has proved vital for determining the causes and consequences of human disturbances on wildlife as well as the actions needed to mitigate such impacts.



The ideal detection dog is extremely energetic with an excessive play drive. These dogs will happily work all • day long, motivated by the expectation of a ball game as a reward for
sample detection. The obsessive, high energy personalities of detection dogs also make
them difficult to maintain as pets. As a result, they frequently find themselves abandoned to animal shelters, facing euthanasia. The programme rescues these dogs and offers them a satisfying career in conservation research.

(a) According to the text there are a few	detection dogs like Tucker.

(b) Tucker sniffs for whale	
© The dogs are special because they assist in research without 	
(d) The ideal detection dog 	
€ The dogs expect	as a reward of their hard work.
(f) 	of these dogs make it difficult to keep them as pets.
(g) These dogs find career in 	
(h) The word ‘euthanasia’ means 	

II. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow. (10)
Then all the windows of the grey wooden house (Miss Hilton used to live here. She expired last week) were thrown open, a thing I had never seen before.

At the end of the day, a sign was nailed on the mango tree: FOR SALE.

Nobody in the street knew Miss Hilton. While she lived, her front gate was always locked, and no one ever saw her leave or saw anybody go in. So, even if you wanted to, you couldn’t feel sorry and say that you missed Miss Hilton.

When I think of her house, I see just two colours. Grey and green. The green of the mango tree, the grey of the house and the grey of the high iron fence prevented you from getting at the mangoes.

If your cricket ball fell in Miss Hilton’s courtyard, you never got it back. It wasn’t the mango season when Miss Hilton died. But we got back about ten or twelve of our cricket balls.

The house was sold, and we were prepared to dislike the new owners even before they came. I think we were a little worried. Already we had one resident on the street who kept on
complaining about us to our parents. He complained that we played cricket on the pavement, and if we were not playing cricket, he complained that we were making too much noise anyway.

One afternoon when I came back from school Pal said, ‘‘Is a man and a woman. She pretty, but
he ugly like hell.’’ I didn’t see much. The front gate was open, but the windows were shut again. I heard a dog barking in an angry way.

One thing was settled pretty quickly. Whoever these people were, they would never be the sort of people to complain that we were making noise and disturbing their sleep.

A lot of noise came from the house that night. The radio was going at full volume until midnight, when the radio station closed down. The dog was barking, and the man was shouting. I didn’t
hear the woman. On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, complete the statements that follow:

(a) Nobody went into Miss Hilton’s house because her front 	.

(b) Her house had only two colours, (i) 	, and (ii) 	.


© The high iron fence did not let the boys get 	.

(c) They never got it back if their 	fell into her courtyard.

€ The boys were ready to dislike the 	.

(f) One resident of the street always 	.

(g) The new owners of Miss Hilton’s house were (i) 	and (ii) 	.

(h) The man was shouting, the dog was barking, only 	.

SECTION B: WRITING& GRAMMAR
A. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete the beginning of an article in a blog post on
Adolescence.

The importance of physical exercise as well as mental health by the modern teenager.

(i) Are well understood
(ii) Is well understood
(iii) Is being understood well
(iv) Will be well understood
B. 	Read the conversation between a mother and daughter. Complete the sentence by reporting the daughter’s reply correctly.

Mother enquired, “Aren’t you feeling well? You look pale.” Saumya said, “I have a terrible headache. It is making me giddy.”
Mother, wondering about her daughter looking pale asked about her well-being to which, the girl replied that----------------

C. Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line, from a health magazine.

You all that cheese; it isn’t good for you.

(i) Shouldn’t be eating
(ii) Ought not be eating
(iii) Cannot eat
(iv) Need not

D. Select the option that identifies the error and supplies the correction for the following line, from a news report on the UNO.
1. Have- had
2. The- their
3. Of- to
4. Another- other
E. Fill in the blanks with the correct form of verb.
Delhi Police	( issue) the description of a man who was last seen at the restaurant
which is on the parliament street.
F. Identify the error in the given sentence and make a necessary correction.
Mobile phones are being used both in urban and rural areas but the importance of mobile phones between students has been increasing day by day.
G. Select the correct option to fill in the blanks.
He -------- give that money He found in the street to charity.
a. Has to
b. Need not
c. Ought to
d. Could
H. Fill in the blank by choosing the correct option to complete a report on road accidents in India. Today, road accidents	India a dubious distinction. She has the worst road
traffic accident rate.
(i) are earning
(ii) have earned
(iii) earn
(iv) might have earned


I. (b) Read the conversation between a mother and her daughter. Complete the sentence by reporting the mother’s question correctly.

Mother: Why are you looking so worried? Daughter: My exams are approaching.

The mother looking at her daughter’s anxious face asked	to which the daughter
replied that her exams were approaching.


J. Select the correct option to fill in the blank for the given line, from a health magazine.

As per the advisory issued by the government, proper distancing, regular service of the buses and their proper disinfection	Be ensured.

(i) ought to
(ii) must
(iii) need to
(iv) have

III. 	You are Rachna/Ramesh living at Maya Enclave, New Delhi. There have been a spate of chain snatching incidents in your colony by young boys riding bikes. Write a letter in 100-120 words to the editor of the colony newsletter drawing attention to the increase in the number of petty crimes in the colony. Mention the insecurity felt by the residents and suggest strict security measures to be introduced. (5)
IV. 
For a tourist, the ease of travelling to a country makes travel pleasurable and smooth. It makes a visitor go back to the destination again. In order to make the trip to India worth its while, the GOI has introduced a visa- on-arrival facility for travellers from many countries and the list keeps getting longer every year. Analysing the data in the graph above, write an analytical paragraph. Give it a suitable heading. (5)



[image: ]


SECTION C: LITERATURE
V. Read the extract and answer the questions that follow.(1x5=5)
“Ga, ga, ga,” he cried begging her to bring him some food. “Gaw-col-ah,” she screamed back derisively. But he kept calling plaintively, and after a minute or so he uttered a joyful scream. His mother had picked up a piece of the fish and was flying across to him with it. He leaned out eagerly, tapping the rock with his feet, trying to get nearer to her as she flew across. But when she was just opposite to him, she halted, her wings motionless. The piece of fish in her beak almost within reach of his beak. He waited a moment in surprise. Wondering why she did not come nearer, and then maddened by hunger, he dived at the fish.

1. Name the chapter this passage has been taken from.
2. Who screamed back derisively?
3. What had his mother picked up?
4. Maddened by hunger, what did the seagull do?
5. Find words from the passage which mean the same as (i) stopped (ii) jumped.
VI. 	Read the extract and answer the questions that follow. (1x5=5) He is learning, well behind his desperate eyes,
The epistemology of loss, how to stand up Knowing what every man must one day know And most know many days, how to stand up.
(a) What is the boy learning?
(b) Why are boy’s eyes desperate?
© What do you mean by ‘epistemology of loss’?
(d) What every man needs to know one day?
(e) Write the name of the poem and the poet.
VII. Answer any 4 of the following questions.(4x3=12)
1. Why did Lencho become angry when he counted the money? What did he decided to do?
2. What did Mandela think about the oppressor and the oppressed?
3. 	What was going in the mind of the author when he was flying his old Dakota aeroplane over France?
4. What does the writer say about the bravery of the Coorgi people?
5. Can a novis distinguish wild animals? How can he distinguish hyenas from crocodiles?
VIII. Answer any 2 of the following questions.(2x3=6)
1. What steps did doctor Herriot take to help Tricky?
2. How did the role of the balcony become significant in the story, “The Midnight Visitor”
3. 	Horace Danby was a meticulous planner but still he faltered. Where did he go wrong and why?
IX. 1.Comment on the teacher-student relationship shared between Anne and Mr. Keesing. (6) OR

2.Freedom is such an essential virtue that is valued not only by human beings but also by animals alike. Justify the statement with reference to Leslie Norris’s poem ‘A Tiger in the Zoo’. (6) .

X. 	Write a brief character-sketch of Hari Singh in the light of his honesty. Express your opinion also.(6)
OR
How would you assess Griffin as a scientist and a human being? What qualities or values would you suggest will make him a better person?(6)
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